The effect of continuous topical application of heparin on flap survival.
To evaluate the beneficial effects of heparin on flap survival area, an experimental study was carried out on dorsal flaps in rats. Topical applications of heparin, released from a silicone gel sheet onto the critical area (which generally necrosed without treatment), resulted in an increase in the flap survival area and rate as compared to controls (p < 0.01). When heparin was applied topically but solely to an area proximal to the critical area however, no increase in the survival area resulted.